


A Mr D had found an old bank
account book from 1969 but
didnÕt know how to find out
about it Ð so I rang the dormant
Account Section of the bank 
and have got the ball rolling. 

I have collected information 
from the AlzheimerÕs Society
regarding a one-off £500 grant
for Mrs S. 

Respite
I made a referral to the Social
Services for Mrs C to go into
respite so her husband could
visit his brother, who has since
died. Sadly, Mrs C herself is now
not well enough to leave, so an
EMI home needs to be found.
Her husband found the thought
of it too overwhelming to do on
his own, so asked me to
accompany him to view a few
homes. On his behalf I have
notified the DWP, the council tax
and pension credit, that she will
not be returning home and
requested a Welfare Rights
review of his own benefits. 

I have filled in four Attendance
Allowance forms, two of which
were accepted within days, the
other two weeks later and the
fourth was rejected. I have
however requested a review and
sent off the appropriately filled-in
forms. I have asked for four
more forms, which I shall be
filling in as soon as they arrive. 
I have completed forms for Mrs
F for a blue badge and for help
with a grant from HEES and
requested an appointment from
Home Safety for her and a Miss
EÕs fire alarms to be checked. 

IÕve made referrals to Social
Services for grab rails for two
people, a chair-raiser for another
and a stool for another. Rang
Social Services on 4 January,
asking for immediate support for
a very vulnerable couple who
needed a cleaner to blitz their
flea-infested house from top to
bottom. The wife was covered in
flea bites so I arranged for the
house to be fumigated and the
cats de-flead. The clinical 

physiologist requested a meeting
with me and I arranged meals on
wheels. But eventually the
inevitable happened; the wife fell
in the middle of the night and
was left on the floor all night.
Social Services were there
immediately the next morning
and put a care package in. 
The lady is still in hospital and
doesnÕt want to go home at 
the moment. 

I have completed four new
Ruskin Lodge referrals this
month Ð itÕs nice to see new
people going in. ItÕs also that
time of the year when I arrange a
weekend break to The Merrion,
so I have booked the rooms and
collected the deposits for March. 

Finally, I have requested a
costing from the local taxi firm
for the shopping scheme to take
on another direction, because
my other scheme died a death.
But we canÕt win them all. 

Stephanie Green, Welfare
Officer, North Wales 
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Contact us
Editor: Mike Horton Tel: (01744) 457903
Features: Carole Lowe, The Pilkington
Family Trusts, Chalon Way, St. Helens.
WA10 1AU. Tel: (01744) 457904.

Editor’s notes

Welcome

Firstly a quick update on my injured
knee. The operation went very well
indeed and IÕm now all but fully
recovered, thanks to the wonders of
modern medical treatment. Many
thanks to all of you who have enquired
as to my well-being. ItÕs really nice to
know that you care. I had to laugh on
the day of the operation though, when 
I asked my wife Jane what time she
would be picking me up. She replied: 
ÒI donÕt know, IÕve got a hairdressing
appointment.Ó She loves me really!

Talking of my nearest and dearest, we
have recently decided to move house Ð
again. How stressful is that whole
experience? The worst part of it for 
me is when prospective purchasers 
are viewing your home, finding faults. 
ÒItÕs too big, itÕs too small, we wanted 
a bigger gardenÓ etc. You try to stay
calm and pleasant, but you really just
want them to leave. In any event IÕm
sure that half of them are just busy-
bodies and timewasters with nothing
better to do than waste my time.

You will see on the front page that the
Trust Funds web-site has been updated.
I would like to thank Jackie Mafi for all
her hard work in revamping the site Ð 
I know that itÕs not been without some
difficulty. So please do make good use
of it if youÕve got access to the Internet.
For those of you who havenÕt, itÕs not
the end of the world Ð you can still 
use that old-fangled device called a
telephone to contact us. Maybe even
resort to a pen and paper, if such 
things still exist!

Very best wishes to you all.

P.S. A number of you have informed 
me that the print on this yearÕs calendar
was too small. Thank you for bringing
that to my attention. IÕll make sure that
we use larger print next year.
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Stephanie Green
with Eileen
Jones from

North Wales.

A month in the life of a
Welfare Officer
This month has seen many referrals
and has been absolutely hectic! 

I saw a brand new stair lift
advertised in a supermarket, and 
as I knew Mr C was looking for one,
I rang and made an
appointment for the
fitter to assess access. 
It has now been installed,
all for £500, which means
Mr C can remain in his own
little flat indefinitely. 

We received the following cry for
help and wondered if any of our
retirees could assist in any way.

'The Formby Civic Society, in
conjunction with the Sefton

Coast Partnership, is
undertaking research into the
history of sand extraction at
Formby Point. It is believed that
Pilkington took sand from here
for some years from around

1958. If anyone has any
memories or information 
about this, the Society would
be very glad to hear from them.
Please contact Jean Beer on
01704 874091'

CAN ANYONE HELP?

SPRING_08_P-NEWS_AW  8/4/08  10:48 am  Page 2



ÒThe first place we visited was
Upholland, it turned out to be one of
the easiest places to find. The only
thing missing was the snow!

The next two trips were the furthest
being the Lake District and the west
coast of Scotland. Both visits
combined beautiful scenery with
atrocious weather, however, the
mountain was an amazing sight. 

One of our favourite visits was the
Cornish fishing village of Mousehole.
While there we visited Penzance,
Lands End and had an unforgettable
day at St Ives.

Memorable
Our trip to St Helens was memorable
mainly because of the problems
encountered with the car and a
repair bill of £600. When we got the
car back we set off for Swanland in
East Yorkshire.

August Bank Holiday found us in
Liverpool coinciding with a Music
Week Event which made for a very
entertaining stay.

The Iron Bridge Gorge and
Caernarvon Castle trips were both
memorable for different reasons. 
The first for the beautiful weather
and the second for the fog!

Shrewsbury's view was a difficult
one to locate, Les Bott received 
a late night call and put us in the
right direction.

The final visit was to York, visiting
the Minster and the Eden Camp
which turned out to be so interesting
we spent nearly seven hours there.

We've already started on our 2008
adventure and would like to give Les
Bott our warm thanks Ð if it wasn't
for his calendar we would have had
a very ordinary year.Ó

Family Home matters 
Property transfer pitfalls and pluses
Trying to keep hold of the family
home is the biggest concern for
most people as they grow older.
Thoughts often turn to transferring
the house or a share in it to 
their children.

The motivation behind this transfer
is usually to save care home fees. 
It is a popular belief that if the family
home has been given away its value
will not be taken into account by the
Local Authority when applying for
means tested care or benefits.

But before making any gift, the
disadvantages as well as the
advantages should be considered.

Advantages can include the saving
of inheritance tax, probate fees and
other related costs following death
and the possible avoidance of
contribution towards care fees.

However, the disadvantages are that
even if previously transferred, the
value of the home may still be taken
into account when being assessed
under the means testing rules for
Care Home fees

If the gift was made within six
months of the need for care arising
it is possible, even probable, that
the Local Authority will seek to
recover funds from the person to
whom the property has been gifted,
as it may be held that there has
been an attempt to deliberately
deprive yourself of the property 
for this purpose.

If the home was gifted more than 
six months before the need for care,
the Local Authority may still go on
to rule that you have notional capital
based upon the value of the home
that constitutes the gift. This could

lead to the Local Authority refusing
to provide funding for care and 
you could be at the mercy of your
children to provide funds from 
the gift.

Anyone contemplating the gifting 
or transfer of property should take
into consideration the reduction of
independence this will produce, 
as they will no longer own their 
own home. Regrettably it is also 
not unusual for this to sour family
relationships causing both parties 
to regret the gift.

Further consideration should also be
given to the personal circumstances
of your children. If they should
become divorced, the property gifted
will be a matrimonial asset. If they
were to become bankrupt, creditors
could claim the gifted property as an
asset and this could lead to the

home having to be sold to pay any
settlements or their debts.

Finally, other problems can arise 
if children die before their parents;
the parents could find that their
property passes to the surviving
spouse of their children, who may
subsequently remarry.

Whether a gift is made or not, full
consideration should be given to
your current circumstances and
possible future circumstances. 
You may wish to have your assets
available to you to allow you the
option of a better standard of 
care should you need it as money
means choice.

Produced by Keith Park Solicitors
Freephone: 0800 195 4567
Email: contact@kpsolicitors.com

Calendar dates
Ipswich-based Patricia Webb and David Hunter have found an unusual
use for the Pilkington Calendar which our retirees receive each year. 
The calendar features views from around the country painted and very
kindly donated by Les Bott from St Helens. This is a diary of their year
searching out the different views together.
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Do you recognise
these places? If so,
write in and tell us

where they are.
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Regional round up
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On the Wirral in

Merseyside retirees

met at the Boathouse,

Parkgate for a reunion.

Wirral

The Evesham Hotel in, yes you've guessed it,

Evesham, which hosted retirees in February.
Evesham

Eighteen retirees from the Doncaster area

enjoyed a weekend at the Delmont Hotels 

in Scarborough and in lovely weather moved 

on to Whitby. Pink was worn by everyone 

(even the men) in aid of Breast Cancer.

Scarborough

The North Wales St Asaph Monday Club joined forces with theWrexham Club at a post-Christmas buffet in February. Thephotograph shows the happy members from each group alongwith (in the foreground right) Laurie who is Junior North WalesEmpress of Carnival, and left, Lucy, member Joan Rees’sgranddaughter, who performed a lovely ballet dance.

Wrexham

Retirees in the Cumbria region enjoyed meeting up fora meal at the Graythwaite Manor in Grange over Sands.

Cumbria region 
A group of pensioners from the North Wales area

enjoyed a turkey and tinsel four-day break at the Merrion

Hotel Llandudno. 

North Wales 

The Thistle Hotel in Haydock, St Helens, was the venue

for retirees from Triplex to get together.

Triplex

Retirees from the Liverpool area enjoyed lunch at theFeathers Hotel in March.

Liverpool area 
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News

After being on their waiting list for 18 months, Ruskin Lodge
was lucky enough to be offered Honey (pictured). Honey is
extremely popular with all the guests and visits the Lodge
once a week with her owner Hilda. Honey brings so much
pleasure to the guests, many of whom are perhaps no longer
able to manage their own pets, but still enjoy the special
companionship that our four-legged friends can bring. 

It is with sadness that we report 
the recent death of the first Group
Co-ordinator of Pensioner Welfare
Benefits, Lynex-Hopkins. Lynex 
was the first person to be formally
appointed in this role in 1969 by 
the Trustees of the Pilkington 
Family Trusts. As the activities of
the welfare programme started to
grow in the early 1970s Lynex 
was responsible for the welfare
programme in the UK as well as
overseas. Retiring from the
Company in 1977 Lynex continued
his involvement with the Pilkington
family as a Trustee of The Rainford
Trust, another Pilkington family
trust, as well as the St Helens
Citadel, the reclaimed Salvation
Army building in St Helens, which
over the years developed into a
unique performing arts venue and
inclusive educational establishment.

Lynex leaves a wife, Eileen, 
and son, Peter.

Pets As Therapy
The aim of 'Pets as Therapy' is to bring
regular animal companionship to residents
in Hospitals, Care Homes, Hospices etc.
All the dogs and cats involved with the
scheme are required to pass a rigorous
assessment test to ensure that they 
have a suitable temperament.

Dear Sir,
I write to thank you for bouncing my
cheque with which I endeavoured to
pay my plumber last month. By my
calculations, three nanoseconds must
have elapsed between his presenting
the cheque and the arrival in my
account of the funds needed to
honour it.

I refer, of course, to the automatic
monthly deposit of my pension, an
arrangement which, I must admit, has
been in place for only eight years.

You are to be commended for seizing
that brief window of opportunity, and
also for debiting my account £30 by
way of penalty for the inconvenience
caused to your bank.

My thankfulness springs from the
manner in which this incident has
caused me to rethink my errant
financial ways. I noticed that whereas
I personally attend to your telephone
calls and letters, when I try to contact
you, I am confronted by the

impersonal, over-charging, pre-
recorded faceless entity which your
bank has become.

From now on, I like you, choose only
to deal with a flesh-and-blood person.
My mortgage and loan repayments
will therefore and hereafter no longer
be automatic but will arrive at your
bank by cheque, addressed
personally and confidentially to an
employee at your bank whom you
must nominate. Be aware that it is 
an offence under the Postal Act 
for any other person to open such 
an envelope.

Please find attached an application
contact status which I require your
chosen employee to complete. I am
sorry it runs to eight pages but in
order that I know as much about him
or her as your bank knows about me,
there is no alternative.

Please note that all copies of 
his/her medical history must be
countersigned by a solicitor and the
mandatory details of his/her financial

situation must be accompanied by
documental proof.

In due course, I will issue your
employee with a PIN number which
he/she must quote in dealings with
me. I regret that it cannot be shorter
than 28 digits, but again, I have
modelled it on the number of button
presses required of me to acccess 
my account balance on your phone
bank service.

When you call me, press buttons 
as follows:

1. to make an appointment 
to see me.

2. To query a missing payment.

3. To transfer the call to my living
room, in case I am there.

4. To transfer the call to my
bedroom in case I am sleeping.

5. To transfer my call to the toilet 
in case I am attending to nature.

6. To transfer my call to my mobile
phone in case I am not at home.

7. To leave a message on my
computer (a password to 
access my computer is 
required. A password will be
communicated to the authorised
contact at a later date).

8. To return to the main menu and
listen again to options 1 to 8.

9. To make a general complaint 
or enquiry, the contact will then
be put on hold, pending the
attention of my automated
answering service. While this
may, on occasion, involve a
lengthy wait, uplifting music 
will play for the duration of the
call. Regrettably, but again
following your example, I must
also levy an establishment fee 
to cover the setting up of this
new arrangment.

Your humble client...

Doesn’t she make you 
feel proud?

A 98-year-old woman wrote this letter to her bank. The Bank Manager thought it was
amusing enough to publish it. You have to salute her Ð if only we could all be bothered 
to do the same we might just get a better and less frustrating service. It reads:

OBITUARY

Getting her ownBank

Jackie
Fairclough

(top) and 
Alice Smith

pictured 
with Honey.
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DIAMOND WEDDINGS
Mr & Mrs L Proctor, St Helens Ð 03.07.08
Mr & Mrs W Flanagan,
Queenborough Ð 24.04.08

GOLDEN WEDDINGS
Mr & Mrs E Atkinson, Ormskirk Ð 15.03.08
Mr & Mrs J Booth, Rhyl Ð 01.03.08
Mr & Mrs B Cunningham,
St Helens Ð 05.10.07
Mr & Mrs N Hemmings,
Newquay Ð 08.03.08

Mr & Mrs H W Heyes, Rainhill Ð 17.02.08
Mr & Mrs A Hodgson,
Skelmersdale Ð 14.12.07
Mr & Mrs R Hodgson, St Helens Ð 01.02.08
Mr & Mrs J McGrail, St Helens Ð 26.12.07
Mr & Mrs D McNaughton,
East Sussex Ð 01.03.08
Mr & Mrs G Newton, Leeds Ð 29.03.08
Mr & Mrs Nicholls, St Helens Ð 28.12.07
Mr & Mrs T Prytherch, Denbigh Ð 01.03.08
Mr & Mrs J Rigby, St Helens Ð 04.01.08

Here is a list of retirements, deaths and anniversaries for the months of November to March 2008 inclusive.

RetirementsDeaths It is with regret that we report the death of the following employees and pensioners. 
The number of years' service is in brackets.

Anniversaries

Remember, if you would like your Golden or Diamond Wedding Anniversary mentioned in Newslink, please inform your Welfare Officer or telephone the Welfare Centre on 01744 457929.

PILKINGTON GROUP LTD
Patricia Aspinall (13
Ernest Hutchinson (13)
Lucy Phyllis Scales (30)
Kenneth J Williams (26) 
Paul Woods (10)

BIRCH STIGMAT
Stephen Gerald Haffenden (3) 
Lily Wretham

CHANCE
Unis Davis (24) 
Wilfred Smart (7)

CHANCE BROTHERS
Bernard D Fullwood (42) 
Mary Roberts (45) 

CHANCE PILKINGTON
George Hill (29) 

ST. ASAPH
Derek A Johnston (23) 
William Williams

CHANCE PROPPER
Irene Jones (13) 

CITY ROAD
Lawrence R Crax ford (29) 
Bessie Hollis (18) 
Terence Kelly (26) 
Thomas OÕHalloran (28) 
Peter Taylor (25) 
Joseph D White (28) 
Frederick Norman Wilson (38

COWLEY HILL
Ernest Ball (45) 
George Stanley Bate (34) 
John Briers (34) 
George Finney (14) 
Irene Gauckwin (8) 
Robert Glover (43) 
June Agnes Greenall (19) 
Alice Grundy (11) 
James Kerrigan (42) 
Harry Lynch (35) 
Joseph Pennington (35) 
Thomas J Penny (26) 

Robert Rev ill (32) 
Derek Rigby (25) 
Frederick J Rotherarn (27) 
Mary Jane Thompson (12) 
Edward A Toole (33)
John Kevin Brown (33)

DONCASTER
Walter Bulmer
Robert J Harris (13)
William R Owen (34) 
Walter Alfred Wilding (43) 
Maurice Wraith (39) 

FIBREGLASS RAVENHEAD
John Edward Barrett (18) 
William Joseph Bate (24) 
John Brown (33) 
John Duffy (7) 
Joseph Dutton (27) 
Gertrude James (13) 
Francis Roy Mawdesley (16) 
Joseph Oldham (29) 
Robert Williams (13) 

GREENGATE
John Lamb (32) 

HEAD OFFICE
Mona Jane Allcock (14) 
Frederick James Bartlett (31) 
George J Brogan (30) 
John Bunting (6) 
Elizabeth Corrigan (11) 
John Greenhalgh (24) 
George Henry Jones (20) 
Raymond Litherland (15) 
Albert Lynex-Hopkins (12) 
Frederick Silverwood (34) 
Alexander Stuart (37) 
Fred Taylor (10) 
Marian Yates (39) 

LATHOM-
Brian Beech (25) 
Daisy Craine (22) 
Aaron Lowton (27) 
Irene McIntyre (17) 
James Anthony ONeill (3) 

LEEDS
Kenneth Haselden (38) 

PIP QUEENSFERRY
A Boiardi (34) 

PONTYFELIN
Frederick Beard (28) 
Arnold Bridges (23) 
Joyce Poole (2) 
Robert Wakefield (28) 
John Douglas Watkins (25) 
Douglas Webb (23) 

PPE ST. ASAPH
George Dowler (6) 
Reginald Joseph Fryer (3) 
Benjamin Nayoh (20) 
Albert Smith (9) 

PDSL
John James Ware (2) 

PSGL ST ASAPH
John G Evans (12) 

PUKL Ñ NOTTINGHAM
Selwyn George Edinborough (27)

RAVENHEAD
Sidney Foster (21) 
Clarice Preston (38) 
John Robert Fletcher (13)

REINFORCEMENTS
Joseph Caswell (14) 

SELWYN HOUSE
Catherine Gutteridge (22) 

SHEET WORKS
George Hill (44) 
Terence Leivesley (40) 
Cyril Traverse (37) 

TRANSPORT
Bernard Spratt (17) 

TRIPLEX ECCLESTON
Kenneth Duckworth (31) 
Philip Knowles (27) 
George Lock (20) 

Allan Topping (25) 
Archibald Towns (33) 
Keith Webb (20) 
Maria Wills (15) 
Barry Wilson (28) 

TRIPLEX LARKHALL
John Bulloch (6) 
Susan Irvine (14) 

TRIPLEX KINGS NORTON
Alan Peter Gardner (19) 
Albert Holloway (23) 
Henry G Johnson (24) 
Alan Marsh (12) 
Anthony Pemberton (30) 
Robert J Stewart (24) 

TUNNEL
Peter Edward May (7) 

WATSON STREET
Joseph Atherton (10) 
Joseph Baker (20) 
Derek Hale (17) 
Jack Hughes (18) 
James Jones (39) 
John Kearney (22) 
Thomas Kelly (25) 
Gerard Lyons (36) 
Harold McCormick (8) 
Norman McDonald (44) 
James Preston (41) 
Millicent Reynard (10) 
Thomas Walker (41) 
Norman Wilson (20) 
Herbert Wolfe (18) 
Cyril Traverse
George Hill (44)

WATSON STREET
James Muldoon (42) 

6

People

GREENGATE
Vivian Griffiths (43)
Gordon Hale (41)

I.S. GROUP SERVICES

LATHOM
Liang Ye (14)

NOTTINGHAM
Glynn Smith (50)

PILKINGTON RETIREMENT
SERVICES LTD
Christine Deakin (10)
Val Harrison (17)

PLYGLASS
Barry Millington (30)

PLYMOUTH

PSGL ST. ASAPH
David Stubbs (30)
John Hughes (10)
Michael Camillare (8)

Michael Evans (33)
Kevin Kelly (31)
Peter Case (38)
Robert Parker (21)
Anthony Lees (39)
Christopher Roberts (31)
Michael White (36)
David Wilson (31)
Glynn Price (2)
Charles Flanagan (41)
Michael Rogers (2)

RUSKIN LEISURE
Eileen McDonagh (34)

SALFORD
Alan Hurst (24)

TRIPLEX, KN
Malcolm Rotherham (22)
Domenico Elena (7)

WATSON STREET
Gareth Jones (37)
Andrew Dean (31)
Keith Rees (33)

We send our good wishes for a long and happy
retirement to the following. 
The number of yearsÕ service is in brackets.

Congratulations are sent to the following couples who have or are about 
to celebrate their Diamond / Golden / Sapphire Wedding Anniversary.

Remember, if you would like your Golden or Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary mentioned in Newslink, please inform your Welfare Officer 
or telephone the Welfare Centre on 01744 457929.

JANUARY

£2000 Mr J Brunt,
Greengate Works

£1000 Mrs E Hatton
Kings Norton, Birmingham

£200 Mr C Perry
Moorends, Thorne

£100 Mr E Kay
Greengate Works

£100 Mr A Cove
Freshfield, Formby

£100 Mrs M Halliwell 
Carnforth, Lancashire

FEBRUARY

£2000 Mr D J Wood
Pontrhydrum, Cwmbran

£1000 Mr A Holland
Pilkington Automotive KN

£200 Mrs I Henson
Shirley, Solihull

£100 Mr K Wilkins
Alveley

£100 Mr R Barton
Greengate Works

£100 Mr H Kenyon
St Helens

MARCH

£2000 Mr I Garland
Watson Street Works

£1000 Mr W Davies
Huyton

£200 Mrs I Barrett
St Helens

£100 Mrs A Gaskell
St Helens

£100 Mr M Sandford
Cowley Hill Works

£100 Mr J Foy
St Helens

RUSKIN MONTHLY 
PRIZE DRAW WINNERS 
RUSKIN MONTHLY 
PRIZE DRAW WINNERS
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WhatÕs on

DONCASTER
Silver Leaf Club Ð Second Thursday in
the month at Pilkington Recreation
Club, Kirk Sandall, 2.00am Ð 4.00pm.
All Pensioners and Non Pilkington
Friends Ð Membership fee applies.

Day Club – Fortnightly Ð Wednesdays
at Pilkington Recreation Club, Kirk
Sandall, 11.00am Ð 3.30pm.
Housebound and elderly only Ð 
Fee applies.

NORTH WALES
Wrexham Self Help Group – Meets on
the last Wednesday each month at the
Railway Club Wrexham at 2.00pm. 
For further information contact 
Mr J Binnington, Tel No: 01978 359289.

St Asaph Self Help Group – Meets first
Tuesday every month at Rhuddlan
Community Centre at 2.00pm. For more
information contact 
Mr G Jones, Tel No: 01745 332517.

SOUTH WALES
Self Help Group – Meets fortnightly 
on a Wednesday between 
2.00 Ð 4.00pm at the Owens Corning
Social Club, New Road, New Inn,
Pontypool. For further information
contact Mrs B Loveridge, Hon
Secretary on 01495 764432.

Day Club – Meets monthly on a Friday
between 11.00am and 3.30pm
ÔWiddershinsÕ East Avenue, Off
Greenhill Road, Sebastopol. For further
information contact G Pearson, Welfare
Officer on 01656 655317.

WEST MIDLANDS
Chance Pensioners Club – Meets first
Tuesday of the month 2.00 Ð 4.00pm at
West Smethwick Enterprise, St Paul Road.

NEWCASTLE
Self Help Group - Meets every quarter
on Thursday 13 April and Thursday 
13 July from 1.30 Ð 3.30pm at the
Brunswick Methodist Church,
Brunswick Place, Newcastle-upon-Tyne

SCOTLAND
Glasgow – Self Help Group - Meet 
the first Thursday of each month from
1.30pm onwards at The Netherton
Centre, Netherton Road, Glasgow

KINGS NORTON TRIPLEX
PENSIONERS’ CLUB
Monday Ð Bingo 1.15pm, Tuesday Ð
Whist 1.15pm, Friday Ð Indoor Bowls
11.00am Ð 3.30pm Ð Bar available

WELFARE LEISURE CENTRE
Monday – Sewing Group: 9.30am
(Patchwork quilting etc).
Pilkington Ladies Club: 1.00pm onward.
Chess section: 7.30pm Ð 10.30pm 
Contact: Derek Holland: 
Tel No. 01744 757166 Neil Folland: 
Tel No. 01695 54491

Tuesday – Water Colour Painting: 
First and Third Tuesday of every month.
50+ Ladies Keep Fit: 2.00 Ð 4.00pm
Pilkington Choir: 7.45pm

Wednesday – RamblerÕs Coffee
Morning: 10.30am (First Wednesday 
in every month). Art Society: 
(2nd and 4th Wednesday in every
month) 9.30am inc. Beginners Section.
Bingo Sessions: 2.00pm 
Ladies Crown Green Bowling Practice
Night: 6.30pm

Thursday – Indoor Bowling Ð winter
months: 1.00pm

Friday – Companions (Alternative
Fridays Ð companions 2.00pm. 
TV Lounge and Games Room for darts,
dominoes and cards and mobile library
service (always available). 

ECCLESTON CLUB
Tea Dance: 1st and 3rd Monday 
in every month at 2.00pm. 
For further information please contact
Vivian Cross on 01744 457909

SELF HELP GROUPS
Did you know that there are seven
geographically dedicated groups in and
around St Helens. Each group meets
once a month and participates in a
varied programme of events. Below are
details of when and where:-

Skelmersdale
The Greenhill Community Centre,
Beech Close, Skelmersdale. 
Meeting date: 1st Tuesday of each
month 2.00pm Ð 4.00pm.

Sutton
The Blue Room, Shining Light, 
Sutton Manor Primary School, 
Forest Road, Sutton. 
Meeting date: First Wednesday of each
month 10.30am Ð 12 noon.

Evergreens – Eccleston
St LukeÕs Church, Knowsley Road,
Eccleston. 
Meeting date: First Thursday of each
month 10.30am Ð 12 noon.

Haydock
St James Church, Church Road,
Haydock. 
Meeting date: Second Wednesday 
of each month 10.30am Ð 12 noon.

Billinge
Rainford Road Sheltered Housing
Complex, Billinge
Meeting date: Third Monday of each
month 10.30am Ð 12 noon.

Bold Miners
Bold Miners Neighbourhood Centre,
Fleet Lane, Parr, The Sports Bar.
Meeting date: Last Friday of each
month 11am Ð 12 noon.

Reeve Court
Reeve Court Retirement Village, 
Elton Head Road, St Helens. 
Meeting Date: First Monday afternoon
of each month 1.30 Ð 3.00pm

Creative Living in Retirement
Ruskin Lodge, Swinburne Road,
Dentons Green
Meeting Date: Third Wednesday of 
each month 10.00am Ð 12.00noon. 

Bowling Ð one for all!

The section has four competitive teams and the programme consists 
of social bowling and a meal. For further information please contact 
Don Vose on 01744 29572 for further information.

Ruskin Drive Pensioners Bowling AGM President
Ged Boyle invites all Pilkington pensioners with
bowling interests to join players for the new
bowling season at Ruskin Drive.

Apart from the actual
transportation issue itself, IÕm sure
you will agree that itÕs not nice to
attend such appointments on your
own anyway Ð so a bit of company
is usually greatly appreciated.

With this in mind, weÕre asking if
anyone would be interested in
providing a hospital visiting service

for fellow Pilkington pensioners in
their respective areas, We would
be delighted to hear from you if
you can help in this way.

If you are interested, could you
please ring Mike Horton on 01744
457903, so that we can build up a
list of people who can provide this
important service on our behalf.

From time to time we get asked if the Trust Funds can help
individuals with attending hospital appointments. These
enquiries are generally from people who are no longer able
to drive, have no family members who can help or who may
find the cost of using taxis too expensive.

Hospital visiting service

BUDGET NEWS
The winter fuel payments for the over 60s has been increased 
to £250 from £200 and from £300 to £400 for the over 80s.
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Transplants are one of the most
miraculous achievements of modern
medicine. But they depend entirely
on the generosity of donors and
their families who are willing to
make this life-saving gift to others. 

Need
There is a desperate need for more
donors. Last year more than 400
people died while waiting for a
transplant. One in ten people
waiting for a heart transplant will 
die and many others will lose their
lives before they even get on to 
the waiting list.

The more people who pledge to
donate their organs after their 
death, the more people stand to
benefit. By choosing to join the 
NHS Organ Donor Register you
could help make sure life goes on.

If you've not signed up to the NHS
Organ Donor Register, you can do
so via www.uktransplant.org.uk/ukt
or by calling the NHS Organ Donor
Line: 0845 60 60 400

Lines open: 24 hours, 365 days a year

Calls are charged at your 
contracted rate for local calls.

Organ donation - 
the gift of life
Today more than 9,000 people in the UK 
need an organ transplant that could save or
dramatically improve their life. Most are waiting for
a kidney, others for a heart, lung or liver transplant.
But less than 3,000 transplants are carried out each year.

Please contact Vivian Cross, 01744 457909 for further details
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In The Garden
Spring is in the air and the
birds are busy......
In this edition of Newslink we'll concentrate on 
the flower garden as there are quite a few jobs 
to do now that the weather is picking up.

Deadhead tulips and daffodils and divide hostas 
as they come into growth. Cutting back clumps of
spring flowering perennials can encourage fresh
foliage and the plants will flower better next year.

Apply a liquid fertiliser on spring bulbs to encourage
good flowering for next year. Only remove the foliage
of daffodils when it has turned brown. Divide clumps
of daffodils after they have flowered.

Plant dahlias when there is no danger of frost. 
Shoots on Chrysanthemums should be pinched out
to encourage bushy plants.

Give the plants in containers a liquid feed every two
to four weeks and keep tubs and hanging baskets
well watered.

In the greenhouse and
conservatory.......
Open the doors and vents to increase ventilation.
Seedlings will need daily watering but check plants
every few days to see if they need watering. 

Plug plants are a cheap source of quite a large
number of plants and not as much work as
pricking out and propagation.

Re-pot Begonias in the next size up from
the smaller pots and cool conditions and
regular watering help to keep potted
indoor azaleas look better for longer but
use rainwater not tap water if possible.

Clean spiky plants with a soft brush and
shiny leaved plants with a damp cloth.

Contact us...
By telephone: 01744 457929
In writing: The Pilkington Family Trusts

Chalon Way Industrial Estate
St Helens
Merseyside
WA10 1AU

eÐmail: enquiries@pilkingtonfamilytrust.com

If you prefer you may wish to complete the attached slip and return it 
to the above address, and we will get back to you as soon as possible.

Nature of enquiry:
....................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................

Name, address and telephone number of sender:
..................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................

Every effort is made to ensure that details and information in the 
magazine are correct at the time of going to press. 

Produced by  LBW Communications Ltd.
Email: lbw@f2s.com  Tel: 01295 275079 Mob: 07917 548589

✃

WWII women’s contribution rewarded
Women who worked the land
during World War 11 to keep
Britain supplied with food
and timber can now apply 
for a badge commemorating
their efforts.

The badge is the first official
recognition of the contribution
made by members of the WomenÕs
Land Army (WLA) and the WomenÕs
Timber Corps (WTC). 

Members of the WLA Ð also known
as the Land Girls Ð and the WTC 

have campaigned for recognition
for decades.

Badges will be awarded to
surviving members of the WLA 
and WTC, but not to spouses or
families of deceased members,
except where death has occured
after 6 December 2007 Ð the date
the government made the
announcement of the formal
recognition plans.

Environmental Secretary Hilary
Benn said: ÒThis badge is a 
fitting way to pay tribute to their
determination, courage and spirit in 

the face of adversity. I hope that as
many eligible women as possible
will apply for one.Ó

Former members of the WLA 
and WTC can apply for a badge
through the Department for
Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs (DEFRA).

Application forms can be obtained
via the DEFRA website or by
calling 08459 335577.

We would be very interested to
hear if any of our ladies receive 
this award.
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and finally...
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